[Tumors of the endodermal sinus (author's transl)].
Seven cases of tumors of the endodermal sinus are reviewed. This is a highly malignant germinal tumor, arisen from extraembrionary cell differentiation. It is different both biologically and pathologically from sacrocoxigeal teratoma. There are no survivors in these series. All seven patients have been surgically treated chemotherapy has been used in four, and X-ray therapy in two. It is noteworthy that alpha-phetoprotein is present in patients with this type of tumor. This fact can be used both in diagnosis of the tumor and of its recurrence.